St Mary Student Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes
September 21, 2020

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting commenced: 6:05 p.m.

Attendees:
Christine Vince, Principal; Lauren Hawes, Vice Principal; Kate Faught, Chair; Brian Lema, Secretary; Emily Kaminski; Chris Folgizan; Efosa Sowa; Karine Tapia-Withers, Regan MacGregor, Vince Tejada, Amie and Nathan Bayduza, Jennifer Chan, Kofi Torpey, Rakhi Pancholi, MLA Edmonton Whitemud. Regrets: Stacey Boyer, Treasurer

1) Opening Prayer and Introductions
Led by Kate Faught

2) Treaty Six Acknowledgment
Led by Kate Faught

3) Approval of Agenda

 Chris moved to approve. Karine seconded. Passed. 

4) Approval of Minutes from August 18 SAC Meeting. Passed.

Emily moved to approve. Chris seconded. Passed.

5) Administrator Report – Christine Vince 
Christine stated that the start of the new school year has gone well so far, and provided the following update:

Celebrations:
· Playground – students LOVE it
· Sense of calm – students and staff are adjusting
· Week 3 – Healthy
· Online attendance is excellent
· Meet the Teacher went well

Updates and Information:
· Online Learners
· K – Genesis Centre
· Grade 1 and 2: Ms. Frost
· Grade 3 and 4 – Genesis Centre
· Grade 5 and 6 – Ms. Aura
· In response to the question in Audust, the HVAC system complies with regulations and open windows do not compromise the system.
· The school cannot facilitate or coordinate classroom Zoom sessions.
· SAC section on Website and Weekly Buzz
· District gave us a resident sub for both Teacher and Support Staff
· Next Meeting – Monday, Oct 26 would be good

Socially Distanced Playground Blessing / Grand Opening:
· Playground Committee & SAC executive
· Father Glenn
· School Administration
· Trustee

Upcoming Events:
· Oct 9 – Lifetouch Photo Day
· Oct 12 – No school – Thanksgiving
· Oct 29 – No Class – Staff Development Day
· Oct 30 – Students can wear costumes to school

Questions
Emily asked about School Patrol – still on hold
Chris asked if photo day applied to online students as well? Online learner school photos will be on Retake day: 0815 November 13th. 
Kate asked about online numbers – about 15% are online

6) Financial Report 
In Stacey’s absence, Kate reported on the financials as provided by Stacey via email:
· Operating account $9,437
· Casino account $7,818
· Stacey has the read-a-thon prizes carried over from last year in her possession. Sharla was reimbursed for the purchases. These will be used for the current year.  
· Annual returns have been filed and annual paperwork is all caught up.  
Kate thanked Stacey for the immense amount of work she put in to all of the playground payments and book keeping. 

7) Update on playground project
· Kate reported that the playground has been a huge success. Lots of people using the park in evenings / weekends as well.
· The grand opening proposed by Christine looks good. Christine added that we could use technology to share the grand opening with everyone at the school.
· Karine asked if there was an option to live-stream? Christine will explore this
· Emily asked about donor recognition: This is in development 

8) SAC Community Building Initiatives
· Kate reported that the Playground was the major focus the last few years. Chromebooks were topped up. 
· Looking for different ideas for this year. 
· Classroom reps: Difficult to do this without the ability to facilitate via Zoom/Teams.
· Any other ideas to facilitate community? Vince asked if the school could facilitate the sharing of emails to parents to set up independent meetings. Christine advised that this is not something that the ECSDS can facilitate. 

9) Fundraising Planning / Brainstorming
· Efosa asked if the Read-a-thon was a go for this year. Kate: Sue Brassard has volunteered to do this. We will plan to do this after Christmas, either before or after Lent. It is a great fundraiser for the school and very popular. 
· Gift card fundraiser is another good one that Sue Brassard has facilitated as well. Emily asked if the cards could be mailed directly to homes. Kate: This will be looked in to. 
· Regan asked if the Fall would maybe be a better time? Emily/Kate: Perhaps with gift cards in November it might be better to stagger the fundraisers and keep the Read-a-thon in the Spring.
· Chris reminded about the customized video game console as a raffle idea. He also suggested some kind of Bingo idea as a way to build community and raise a bit of money. He will look for more information and a template for how this might work. 
· Emily suggested that we should see if anyone is interested in making a donation to the SAC in lieu of the multiple fundraisers. Some further thought will be given to this idea. Kate will check with Emily about having a place where online donations can be received. 
· Please keep thinking about fundraisers and bring your ideas forward.

10) New Business
· Rakhi Pancholi joined the meeting to greet everyone and let them know that she is there to advocate for the community. Would love to come back for future meetings. Any questions can be directed to her constituency office. Edmonton.Whitemud@assembly.ab.ca or 780-413-5970.
· Lauren and Christine will take another look for the official SAC bylaws. 
· Instant camera reimbursement will all be carried forward to the next meeting. 

Emily made a motion to approve additional funding for each classroom in the amount of $200 per class for up to 15 classes ($3,000) for teachers to buy supplies for their classrooms as needed, pending approval from the Treasurer that the funds are available. Kate seconded. A vote to approve will be held via email as a number of attendees from this evenings meeting had to drop off early.

Emily motioned to adjourn the meeting. Chris seconded. Approved. 

Meeting adjourned 7:47 p.m.
Next SAC Meeting (AGM): October 26, at 6:00 p.m. 
