
Fratelli Tutti - Summary of Chapters 7 and 8 

In his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis reminds us all that it is not enough just to engage in 

encounter. We have to face the reality of the injuries of past mis-encounters, and so we have to establish 

and walk the paths of re-encounter (Ch. 7). We need to heal the wounds, which requires seeking and 

offering forgiveness. To forgive is not to forget. We need to be daring and start from the truth—the 

recognition of historical truth—which is the inseparable companion of justice and mercy. All this is 

indispensable for advancing towards peace. Conflict is inevitable on the road to peace, but violence is 

inadmissible. That is why war is a recourse that must be rejected, and the death penalty a practice that 

must be eliminated. 

 



The different religions of the world recognize human beings as God's creatures. As creatures, we are in a 

relationship of fraternity. The religions are called to the service of fraternity in the world (Ch. 8). In 

dialogue and with hearts open to the world, we can establish social friendship and fraternity. In our 

openness to the Father of all, we recognize our universal condition as brothers and sisters. For 

Christians, the wellspring of human dignity and fraternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that is 

what inspires our actions and commitments. This path of fraternity also has a Mother called Mary. Faced 

with those injured by the shadows of a closed world and still lying by the roadside, we are invited by 

Pope Francis to make our own the world's desire for fraternity, starting with the recognition that we are 

“Fratelli tutti”, brothers and sisters all. 
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